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take revenge upon him for our misfortune, thinking
he had been the malicious cause of it.

Now we, gazing upon this ship bearing down upon
us thus from afar off, with full sails, did not know
what to think, whether they were friends or foes,
French or strangers. Whereupon the Pilot went out
in a boat on a tour of discovery, while the others
armed themselves. La Saussaye remained on shore
and there kept the greater part of the men: Lieuten-
ant la Mote, Ensign Romnseré, Sergeant Joubert, and
all the more resolute men went to the ship. For it
was there that the good men ought to be found.

[232] The English ship came on swifter than an
arrow, driven by a propitious wind, all screened in
pavesade ! of red, the banners of England flying, and
three trumpets and two drums making a horrible din.
Our pilot, who had gone out reconnoitering, did not
return to his ship, because (said he) the English had
the wind of him, and therefore, not to fall into
their hands, he started to go round an Island. At all
events the ship was now deprived of half its Sailors,
and had only ten men altogether to defend it; and
of these there were none who understood naval war-
fare except Captain Flory, who certainly lacked
neither courage nor the ability to command. But he
had not time enough to prepare, nor the men, hence
he could not heave the anchor to [233] free the boat;
which is, however, the first thing to be done in a
battle at sea. But how useless would it have been to
heave anchor, when the sails were all disarranged.
For as it was Summer, and, as the vessel was lying
in port without apprehension of danger, they had
stretched their sails in the form of a cradle from
Stern to bitts, to shade the deck, hence they could



